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Develop 

a plan 

to 

evaluate 

and   

improve cultural          

competency in 

your program.  

Many community 

resources are 

available to help 

with this goal,    

including Youth 

Development  

Network        

trainings.  

ELO COMMITTEE 

MEETINGS  
 

Quality                       

February 17, 2010 

3:30-5:00 PM 

Kent Regional 4 C 

 

Public Policy  

February  9, 2010 

12:00ñ1:30 PM 

Camp Fire USA 

  

Executive Team          

Strategic Planning Session 
February 17, 2010 

9:00-1:00 PM 

Newberry Place  

Common House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ELO Network is facilitated by Our Communityôs Children, a public/private partnership between the City of Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids   

Public Schools, and the community.  

Ready by 21 Summit Peaks Interest of Many  
 

    Thank you to all of our ELO Network members who attended the Ready by 21 

Summit on January 14, 2010. Facilitator Karen Finn, from the Forum for Youth Investment 

was impressed by the strong network of community organizations and leaders in         

attendance. Participants learned about the Ready by 21model, a big picture approach to 

looking at all of the supports and systems a child needs from zero to 21to ready for     

college, work and life.  
 

     The Ready by 21 Dashboard, a tool of the national model, was customized to meet 

the needs of the community and used by participants in the day-long summit. This 

dashboard displays result statements for success and indicators to measure that          

success. Finn took participants through a process using the dashboard to identify the  

contributing factors of trends in the areas of teen pregnancy, infant mortality, school    

attendance, civic engagement, juvenile crime and more.   
 

 òWhatõs next?ó has been a common question    

following the summit. Input from the summit will be 

used to inform the Youth Master Plan, a comprehensive 

blueprint for the community to guide our work with 

youth, ensuring that they are ready for college, work 

and life. Click here for more information. 

 

In the News!  
 

ELO Network member, Michael Remo, Club Director 

of the Seidman Center (Boys and Girls Club of Grand 

Rapids Youth Commonwealth) was recently honored 

with a Giants Award and is the recipient of the Walter 

Coe Public Service Award.  This honor has been given 

to Michael for his leadership and commitment to   

helping others. 

Click here to read 

more.   

 

Congratulations,  

Michael!  

 

 

                                           Mark your                   
     Calendar  
     & Get Involved! 

 
8

th
 Annual GRPS  

 Collaborative Youth Fair  
May 22 9:30ï 1:30 

at Creston High School  
 

Be part of this annual event 
celebrating and recognizing 

the work of our youth!  

Sponsorship opportunities 

are available. Contact Crystal 

Rios at crios@grymca.org or 

616-855-9675 for more     

information. 
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                    Industry Trends:            

  Summer Learning Loss Institute  
 

 

 Summer learning loss is a serious matter, especially here in 

Grand Rapids. Tests have shown that our students can lose up to 

40% of their school-year reading gains over the summer months.  
 

 A broad coalition of local community organizations have come 

together to organize a Summer Learning Loss Awareness Institute. 

Experts from the National Summer Learning Association will present 

proven approaches to reducing summer learning loss among our 

most vulnerable and disadvantaged children.  
 

 The event will conclude with a presentation from Chaná     

Edmond-Verley on funding opportunities for summer learning     

academies. This is an incredible opportunity for all providers engaged 
in summer programming. We hope that you will take advantage of 

this valuable resource. An evening session is available to                

accommodate members attending the MASP Annual Meeting. 
 

When:   February 25, 2010  

  Choose one session: 9am-1pm OR 6:30-8:30pm 
 

Where:  Grand Rapids Public Library, Ryerson Auditorium 

  111 Library Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 

For more information or to RSVP please contact Gayle @ 643.4700. 

Policy Piece  
 
 President Obama recently          
released his proposed FY2011 Budget. 
This budget is a mixed bag for out-of-
school time. While funding for 21st CCLC 
remains flat, funding for STEM              
programming has increased to $150     
million. This emphasizes the importance 
of incorporating  STEM into your          
programming. If you would like to read 
more about the budget click here.  

Quality Counts! Update  

 The Quality Committee would like to recognize the 

work of Crystal Rios, Quality Counts Coordinator, for all of 

her work to enhance quality efforts within the ELO Network. 

Thank you, Crystal! 

 

 Letõs keep our good work going! An orientation about 

Youth Program Quality Intervention and how your organization 

can take advantage of these FREE resources, will be held on 

March 2 from 9-11am at the David D. Hunting YMCA. Watch 

for more information to come! 

 

MASP Annual Meeting ð Letõs Represent! 

Be sure to attend the Michigan Afterschool Partnership Annual Meeting and help       

represent the good work of the ELO Network! Donõt miss out on this opportunity to 

learn about quality programming, advocacy tools, and creating effective partnerships.     

Registration closes on February 18. Click here for more information. Contact Amber Fox, ELO Coordinator 

for carpooling arrangements at afox@grcity.us or 456-3102. 

February 

25, 2
010

 

Summer Learning Loss 

Statistics  
 

Nationally, children forget 22% 

of what they learn over the 

summer 
 

Low income children          

experience a greater summer 

learning loss than their higher 

income peers 
 

On average, students lose   

approximately 2.6 months of 

grade level equivalency in 

mathematical computation 

skills during the summer 

months 



 

     

     

 

 

    Versatile Teambuilding Activities: Do more with Less  
 Facilitated by Dr. Chris Cavert 

 March 12, 2010 9am-4pm @ Calvin College Spoelhof Fieldhouse Complex  

 $60, includes lunchñStudent rate $40 
 

 This will be an engaging interactive day filled with a variety of cooperative teambuilding  

 activities suitable for youth and adult groups ages 12 and older. Learn ice-breakers,  

 communication leadership activities as well as problem solving initiatives and trust building 

 exercises. All the activities you will experience require simple and easy to find props. A 

 variety of no-prop activities will also be part of this fun-filled day.  
     

    For more detailed information or to reserve your spot, click here. 

 

    Youth Development Network Training:  

    Planning and Reflection & Active Learning      
    Tuesday, March 16th, 8:30am ð 12:00pm, Arbor Circle  

    Cost: $5 ELO members/$10 non-members 
 

    In the Planning & Reflection module, youth workers will learn the importance of and skills 

    to help young people engage in planning and reflecting on their experiences in youth  

    programs. In the Active Learning  module, youth workers will gain a better understanding 

    of the importance of providing opportunities to support active engagement. They will learn 

    strategies to help young  people engage in meaningful activities that balance big ideas and 

    real world applications.   

    Click here to register with the username and log-in: YDN register 

    
            Quality Improvement Process Orientation   

                                   Tuesday, March 2nd, 9-11am, David D. Hunting YMCA  

          FREE for ELO members  
     

          Learn more about the Youth Program Quality Intervention (YPQI) model and tools and  

      resources available to you for FREE through the ELO Network!    

                            

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

RESOURCES & RESEARCH 

Green Heroes Grant Program  

Deadline: April 18, 2010 

Maximum Award: $15,000 

Overview:  Through this initiative, the makers of Green WorksÈ natural cleaners, with help from Jane Goodallõs 
Roots Shoots, will award $60,000 in grant funding to individuals, organizations and schools that are making their com-

munities a greener place. People can nominate green community projects and their leaders for a Green Heroes grant by 

submitting a photo and short essay about the person or project at www.facebook.com/greenworks. There are three 

categories: school organization (conducted by school or teachers), youth leader/organization (individual youth leaders 

13-17 years old and youth-led non-profit organizations), and adult leader/organization (individual leaders ages 18 and 

older and non-profit organizations). Click here to learn more about this funding opportunity. 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 
 

    Practices to FOSTER  and AVOID in Out -of-School Time Programs  
    These two briefs identify10 practices that can foster positive outcomes for   

    participants in out-of-school time and 10 practices that should be avoided or minimized.  

    Research and a series of roundtables with Practioners and youth are the basis for this  

    brief. Click here to read positive practices and here for those to avoid.   

 

 Quality Counts! 


