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Re por t To Be
Released

 Name      School
E. Brysien Beer      GR Montessori
Sanara Denson      Central
Rajone Ellis      Central
Odilia Garcia      Central
Evan Hamilton      GR Montessori
Kelsi Jones      Potter’s House Christian
Elliot Keyes     GR Christian
Daniel Klimas     Catholic Central
Amanda Kosten     City Mid./High
Amy Meyerholtz     Catholic Central
David Olvera     Adelante
Kelsey Perdue      City Mid./High
Samantha Przybylski   City Mid./High
Lily Smith Richards       West Catholic
Ricardo Vidales       Central

The 2007 - 2008 Mayor’s Youth
Council (MYC) was publicly intro-
duced on Tuesday, October 23 at
the City of Grand Rapids’ Commit-
tee of the Whole meeting.

Fifteen ninth through twelfth-
grade students, five from each city
ward, will act as a voice for youth
to city government, facilitate youth
forums, participate in community
service projects, plan fundraising
activities and create a documen-
tary with the Community Media
Center about how youth voices get
heard.

This year’s members are:

For more information, about
the MYC, please contact Shannon
L. Harris at 616-456-3558.

The Office of Children, Youth &
Families (OCYF), in partnership with
the GVSU’s Community Research
Institute, and the Grand Rapids
Police Department will unveil the
Grand Rapids Juvenile Offense
Index Report (GRJOI) on November
14 at 9 a.m. at the Grand Rapids
Police Dept.  For the first time ever in
Grand Rapids history, a baseline for
juvenile crime has been established.
This report will uncover and reveal in
detail, some surprising results and
inevitable policy implications.

This report contains data and
information on criminal and non-
criminal juvenile offenses by youth
aged 8 to 16-years-old who are city
residents. This data is represented
both at citywide and neighborhood
levels and covers the number of
family conflicts, homicides, prime
times in which juvenile delinquencies
occur, location of the offenses and
the total number of offenses during
the period of January 1, 2006 to
December 31, 2006.

Copies of the report will be avail-
able during the press conference.
For more info., please contact Lynn
Heemstra, OCYF Administrator, at
616.456.4353.

There were no homicides committed
by 8 to 16-year-olds in Grand Rapids
in 2006.

-Grand Rapids Juvenile Offense
  Index Report

Through the efforts of the Office of
Children, Youth & Families, Grand
Rapids is among six cities to receive
a MetLife Foundation City-Schools
Youth Planning Initiative technical
assistance grant through the Nation-
al League of Cities to develop a
Youth Master Plan.

The Mayor, City Commissioners,
County Commissioners, Grand
Rapids Public Schools, Kent Inter-
mediate School District, non-profits
in mental health, after school, men-
toring, youth development, recrea-
tion, colleges and universities, neigh-
borhood associations, and faith-
based organizations will all work to-
gether to create this plan.

Youth will  be actively involved by
using digital technology and informal
communication systems in addition
to being members of a Youth Com-
mission to help create a survey that
will identify quality of life issues and
needs.  City residents will be able to
provide input for priorities, gaps, rec-
ommendations, and solutions. Mult-
iple methodologies will be used in-
cluding internet blogs, focus groups
and committee work. The plan will
define a five-year direction to support
the city’s youth, link resources, iden-
tify gaps in services, and set forth
recommendations for public policy
and programs.

Other cities that received the
grant were: Charleston, SC; Lake-
wood, Ohio; Lexington, KY; Wash-
ington, D.C. and Portland, OR.



OUR CITY’S CHILDREN
Mission:
The Office of Children, Youth  &
Families evaluates public policy and
promotes caring partnerships to
ensure our children, youth and families
thrive within the Grand Rapids commu-
nity and hold promising futures.

The Office of Children, Youth &
Families is a partnership program of
the Grand Rapids Public Schools and
the City of Grand Rapids.
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Sports, Games, Lifeskills, Art,
Homework Help & More

Quality Counts
Grant

GRPS High
Schools - Phase II

Parks & Recreation Dept.
presents the

Teen Activity Club

Call 616.456.4091 for
locations and times.

ReachingAll Excluding None
a Symposium to Discuss Prop. 2

a Year in Review
Keynote Speakers:
Joe Vogan,  Attorney; Varnum,
Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett, LLP
Ingrid Scott-Weekley, EEO Director
City of Grand Rapids

November 2, 2007; 8 - 1 1:30 a.m.
Kent/MSU Cooperative Extension

775 Ball, NE

- - -

•

•

Building Improvement Phase II Timeline:
Steering Committee Meetings - Sept. ‘07 - Feb. ‘08
Formulate Facility Options - Nov. ‘07
Area Community Dialogues - Dec. ‘07
Draft Recommendations - Jan. ‘08
School Board Work Session - Jan. ’08
Final Recommendations - Jan. ‘08
Plan Approval at School Board Meeting - Feb. ‘08

For a complete summary of infor-
mation gathered at the conference, log
onto www.grpsphase2.com.

The Grand Rapids Public Schools
recently held a “Building on Success:
Planning the Schools of the Future”
conference to begin a dialogue about
how the district’s high schools should
look and deliver education.   After a
successful Phase I project resulting in
new and renovated elementary and
middle schools, GRPS is now gather-
ing input from its staff, City officials,
parents and community leaders to
begin the second phase of the building
improvement plan.

GRPS officials stress that a bond
proposal to support the schools isn’t
on the table for discussion just yet.  A
series of community dialogues with
recommendations must occur before
that is even considered.

Art Contest
Open to All

Interested 8th
Grade Students

Theme: “The Power of Dreams/
El poder de sonar”
Prize: MP3 Player
Deadline : Friday,  Dec. 7, 2007
Contact : Lysette Castillo;
819.4120 for contest guidelines

Through the Extended Learning
Opportunities Network facilitated by
the Office of Children, Youth & Fam-
ilies, Grand Rapids is one of twelve
communities that received $100,000
in grant funding and in-kind support
over three-years to improve  the
quality and reach of youth programs.
This grant, Ready by 21 Quality
Counts, focuses on ensuring that all
youth are Ready by 21 for college,
work and life.

The Ready by 21 Quality Counts
initiative is a partnership between
the Forum for Youth Investment, the
High/Scope Educational Research
Foundation and the AED National
Training Institute for Community
Youth Work with major support from
the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion and The Atlantic Philanthropies.

The initiative will allow the ELO
Network to assess after school pro-
gram quality, document workforce
characteristics and supports, and
identify public and private resources.


